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INTRODUCTION

Why is it so hard so be salt and light in the world? We might have an inspiring time in our
church service on a Sunday, but then, once we leave church, and go into the rest of the
week, we forget everything that happened on Sunday, and we live our lives completely on
our own, with very little salt, very little life. We then go to church again the next week,
possibly get inspired, and then once again our everyday lives are not impacted. Is there
any hope for change? Are we relegated to a Christian life without real lasting change,
where we fail to live the Christian life with any kind of vibrancy?

How did we get to this place of inauthentic Christianity? Can anything be done? | cannot
speak for what happens for all of you here in Japan, but | do have some ideas about why a
less-than-authentic Christianity occurred in the US, and perhaps there may be some
parallels in your country.

The problem is that we Christians are living in the past. Our current Christian clothing for
our practices was contemporary at one time, but now they cease to make sense to our
neighbors, let alone to us. Yesterday’s glories of faith are today’s barriers. We serve a God
who is present with us today in our everyday lives, but we hide our faith behind an ancient
facade. Our churches are more like history museums than they are everyday households.

A study was recently done at Harvard to study how it is that Nones (those in the United
States who no longer associate with any one religion) practice their spirituality. How do
these Nones make sense of the world, today? These Nones are people who are creating
spiritual practices today, not 100 years ago, not 500 years ago. Today.

What are the practices of the gatherings that Nones attend, today? First, they have a focus
on community: “Valuing and fostering deep relationships that center on service to others,”
second, they have a focus on personal transformation: “making a conscious and dedicated
effort to develop one’s own body, mind, and spirit,” third, they have a focus on social
transformation: “Pursuing justice and beauty in the world through the creation of networks
for good,” fourth, they are purpose finding: “Clarifying, articulating, and acting on one’s
personal mission in life,” fifth, Creativity: “Allowing time and space to activate the
imagination and engage in play,” sixth, Accountability: “Holding oneself and others
responsible for working toward defined goals,” and seventh, in a later study what they
refer to the Ground of Being “reaching for what matters most.”?

These characteristics ought not to seem to odd to us Christians — they are part of our
tradition. But for some reason, these Nones do not see these characteristics in our
tradition, and so they are looking elsewhere to practice their faith. Is it possible, that we
Christians in the West, have adopted formalisms in these areas, so that they mask
authentic Christian practice?

What are these formalisms? | don’t know what the cultural accretions are in Japan, but |
have studied what some of these adaptations are in Western culture and so | will walk
through some of those. These are the Western formalisms that need to be shed, or if not
given up, surrendered.

1 Angie Thurston and Casper ter Kuile, How We Gather (Cambridge, 2015).
2 Angie Thurston and Casper ter Kuile, Something More (Cambridge, 2016).
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In the West, and in the United States, we indeed have had these formalisms in the practice
of our Christianity. Three large epochs of cultural change are alive in American
Christianity, and they are Modernity, Postmodernity, and Global Information Culture. |
believe if we identify how each manifested in our Christian faith, we can free ourselves
from formalisms and see our Christian life set free in this era. Let’s take a look.

But first, perhaps we are going the wrong way with this approach. Perhaps the Nones are
too selfish and stubborn, and they just need to stop complaining and come back to
church? However, if | listen to my teacher, Dr. Donald McGavran, the founder of the school
where | teach, then | would have to disagree. He said, “a person shouldn’t have to change
cultures to find God,” meaning, Christ did not ask us to change cultures, but he came to
us, in our culture, in our dress, and in a language we understood. In sum, the Nones are
not to change, but that responsibility is on the church. But how?

Without Christ, | believe it is impossible to make changes like this in our own strength.
However, | believe we must remember what Christ did for us (Phil. 2:5b-11) removing his
formalism and becoming one of us — letting go of what was God, to become what he
needed to be for us. Surrendering it all, surrendering the good, the great, to become
available for God’s task now, in the present.

When our faith is not culturally alive, then we present a large barrier to those around us;
moreover, it is a barrier to our own practice of faith. So, let us explore how to shed our
formalism so that authentic Christianity might thrive today in the West, and maybe through
your imagination, for Japan as well.

GROUND OF BEING (INFINITE)
CULTURAL CHANGES

Beginning in the 14th century, the differentiation of life spheres in Western culture steadily
increased through the period of modernity up until the 1960s. Differentiation marked the
separation of the sacred realm from the secular realm, i.e. the public from the private
spheres within Western culture. Sacred things included the practice of religion, the arts,
the humanities, and the secular included politics, economics, science, and the workplace,
at the very least. Over time, the practice of religion was relegated to church buildings and
to the individual heart. The sacred and the secular were not to be intermingled. Religion
once permeated Western culture; soon it became located only at the margins of society.
God became ever more transcendent, and God’s immanence in the things of this world
diminished. God was permitted access to the private realms (religion and the human
heart), and spheres where God was not allowed (the public, secular realm). God ceased to
be everywhere and no longer infinite to Western people.

The 1960s were marked by a period of cultural de-differentiation: the separation of the
various life spheres began to collapse. For example, the spiritual realm began to permeate
other aspects of society such as politics, the workplace, and economics. However, it
wasn’t religion that gained influence in society, but spirituality; in other words, religion
without institution. Individual and group practices of spirituality began to dominate, inwardly
and in the desire to see social change - both without the supports of institutional religion.

Society is now comprised of many networks, both face-to-face (which is not new) and
those mediated by technology. People meet in mediated contexts, through their phone,
tablet, or computer. Each network has a cultural logic of its own —a particular network
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might be modern, postmodern, or a bit of both. It might be sacred, secular, or a
combination as well. It might have many members or a few, it might represent intense
commitments of a few or of many, or it may be a loose collection of members that are little
involved; or again, a combination of all of these. It is now the norm that everyone is
connected to everyone else through networks of one kind or another. What was deeply
separate is now interconnected globally.

CULTURAL CHANGES IN THE CHURCH

In modernity, religion meant Christianity; thus, it was the church (and God) that lived its life
at the margins of society, in the religious realm. The church was charged to address (an
often disembodied) life with God, and it was not to mention political, economic, or work life.
The connections of churches to the wider world’s concerns were quite limited.

With cultural de-differentiation in the 1960s, some churches began to leave their buildings
as the sacred and secular realms now intermixed. Formerly secular venues, such as
coffee shops, homes, and workplaces began to host both God and spirituality. God could
now be anywhere, but the spiritual gathering was typically not explicitly Christian.

There are no more purely local congregations. The local meeting is an instance of the
global church in a particular context, but the members of the church are connected to
many Christians beyond the local who serve as the body of Christ to them. The local
congregation has no limit in terms of borders. In the Network Society, people are
connected 24-7, so, in essence, church never specifically starts and stops. Church, as the
people of God, is always together. What we call "church" are the many instances of
connection that happen in the course of one’s week with the many Christian friends one
has. In the Network Society, church happens among many networks, most frequently NOT
in a face to face manner, but through texts, emails, phone calls, posts, threaded
discussions, etc.

WAYS FOR CHURCH TO REMOVE FORMALISM

Churches created in a differentiated culture face several challenges. Although relegated to
the private, spiritual realm, they must figure out how to live their life in each and every
sphere of reality. They must get the "secular" mindset out of the brains of their people.
Historically, there were always those communities that moved beyond marginalization, as
a community, to live into God’s reality politically, economically, and socially (these
churches were sometimes already on the margins - or the margins of the margins). These
prophetic communities also may have equipped their members with the tools to subvert
the public realm. All this is not to deny the benefits of the church thriving in its own sphere,
but it cannot live as faithful Christians only in its own sphere.

The church situated in postmodernity expresses their faith 24/7 in every sphere of life; the
church has left the building. There is no secular for these Christians with the sacred being
everywhere. Postmodern church pastors and teachers teach that we are all finite
expressions of the infinite. Each member would be trained to see signals of transcendence
everywhere.

The church will train each member how to create a spiritual path in their networks where
they are aware of their deep connectedness to God and all people 24-7. The task of
church leaders will be to construct mini-learning objects that will sustain each person in
their many networks. Each member will determine which resources will help them in which
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networks. The leaders task is to construct these objects in such a way that they many can
use them when they need them, wherever and whenever, and at whatever pace, to make
their connection to the larger body of Christ seamless.

SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION (LOVE)
CULTURAL CHANGES

With the cultural impact of linearity in early Western modernity, modern people lost the
practice of God’s love. While missing life from God, modern people created hierarchical
bureaucracies while classifying and systematizing everything, even people. A linear culture
seeks the homogenization of culture, strictly defining who is an insider and who is an
outsider. Either you were in the cultural mainstream, or you were an outcast. Those who
didn’t fit the mold of Western societies were labeled as such.

The desire to keep society uniform became untenable. White, male, and Western is no
longer the rubric through which everything else is measured. The postmodern turn created
space for multicultural expressions and narratives. Everyone gets a voice.

Inclusion or exclusion is now programmed into the code itself. Who has access and who
does not have access to the Internet determines overall life chances. Moreover, online
profiles or other web software determines one's online identify which affords new
opportunities while diminishing the possibility of others.

CULTURAL CHANGES IN THE CHURCH

In modernity, the church became about the linear and the abstract. The printing press
allowed the church to become a culture of readers — where sermons became more
structured, logical, propositional. Churches were monocultural, often comprised of a single
socio-economic class, especially in the US. Those who were not readers, or of the same
socio-economic class might have experienced marginalization. In late modernity, large
megachurches emerged governed by the predictable, the calculable, the efficient, and the
controlled. Church became mechanized. Embodied stories of people who did not fit into
the mainstream were not shared.

With the postmodern turn, arts, mystery, play, and the written word share public space
together, thus affirming many ways to access and learn from God. In addition, those who
were formerly ostracized are now part of the community, if they are also postmodern in
ethos.

In networks, one chooses what strata of society one associates with through one's own
social networks. Most frequently, one joins networks of one's own racial and socio-
economic strata. Most frequently, those Christians with whom Networked Christians meet
online for spiritual practice are from similar backgrounds as well. So "birds of a feather
flock together" holds true online as well. There is no automatic technological fix to
exclusion.

WAYS FOR CHURCH TO REMOVE FORMALISM
In modernity, the church found itself in a bookish, planned, rationalized culture, and it

thrived there. While not denying the benefits of a well-reasoned, logical faith, the church
needs to hear the stories that didn't make it into the plans, those who exist outside all the
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mainstream stories. In the preaching and teaching events, pastors might point out
alternative voices and perspectives from Scripture and other sources. Another option is to
expand the number of those who might teach. The church needs to hear Ecclesiastes as
well as Proverbs.

One challenge for postmodern communities will be to embrace multiple narratives and
experiences while allowing for some to have differing levels of authority. As a community
of love, how to structure for wisdom and experience? Even if everyone gets a voice and
expresses his or her gift, Christians must make sure that they are still led in God's
direction.

Churches might create a platform where each member is moved to serve others in their
various networks - that each and every network is a candidate for Christian love.
Invariably, there will be some networks where Christians thrive and others where they
don't, so the church networks will resource each Christian to be fully loving in each and
every network.

We are specifically called with gifts to serve the world in particular ways. Pastors and
teachers would train their members to let unlimited Love work through their lives. They
would be trained to serve others as a matter of course. They would lean towards altruism
in all they do. Many of their activities on the site, be it a course, an experience, a one-on-
one, or a project, would express love as a primary outcome. We can train for love in the
church — if they experience, recognize it, are drawn to it, then, like a transferable skill, they
can work for it. It is in loving the other, in community with those who know us, where we
will begin to understand our own sense of purpose, where we fit. For our purpose is not
disconnected to people, it is not something that simply satisfies us, but it knows its own
ultimate fulfillment in loving the other. People need a place where they might learn how
unlimited love truly is the most powerful force in the world. People need to learn how to
radiate this love by receiving divine love. People need to be trained in altruism, as they
lack the tools on how to cultivate a life of service and beyond.

ACCOUNTABILITY (LOSS OF RELATIONAL LEARNING)
CULTURAL CHANGES

In modernity, the invention of the book dramatically changed education. As a positive, the
modern person could read and learn anything about the world. On the down side, the book
put distance between the reader and the author; previously they might have had a teacher
to read the parchment to them, or they might have learned directly from the author. Now,
no relationship needed to exist between the learner and the author. Education continued to
transform much later in modernity, as schools adopted the same basic structure as the
industrial factory. Now, one size fit all — one teacher, teaching to all the students
regardless of their particular skills, level, aptitude, or interest. Formal relational learning
ceased as mentoring relationships gave way to anonymous, mechanized, learning.
Information transfer was primary, not transformative relational learning.

Postmodern education was marked by play, by mentoring, by alternative modes of
learning, often relational. The student's particular learning styles and interest were taken
into consideration. Students began to play a larger role in determining what was learned
and how.
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Network education created the scenario where the student chooses the teacher, or
teachers, in various networks on and offline. This type of learning might have been
inspired by gaming and other modes of narrative, experience-oriented learning. Beyond
the classroom, self-paced learning might be utilized by Networked people.

CULTURAL CHANGES IN THE CHURCH

With the translation of vernacular versions of the Bible and a population of middle-class
literate people rising up across Europe, Protestant churches were well equipped and ready
to meet address this issue. Church locations became teaching centers. Sermons became
sources of abstract, well-reasoned theological treatises. Those who were not literate, or
not quite at the same level intellectually, struggled with these teaching oriented churches.
Church teaching pastors often did not know who they were talking to, i.e. the personal
aspects of the teaching moment, where the teacher truly knows the student, was
infrequent at best. In this context, pastors and members often did not know each other.

Postmodern churches explored alternative ways of learning, often in relational contexts.
Narrative modes of learning were explored. Often churches abandoned the Sermon and
focused on the arts, such as the Stations of the Cross, labyrinths, and Lectio Divina. Play
was included in lessons, especially for children.

Networked learning allows individuals to choose many teachers in the different arenas of
their Christian life — perhaps from different parts of the world. They might be picking and
choosing different types of resources to be learned in different ways - online, offline, self-
paced, classes, and seminars. In addition, mentors might be secured to learn different
aspects of the Christian tradition.

WAYS FOR CHURCH TO REMOVE FORMALISM

Modern churches rooted in print culture may transform how they form their people. Small
groups might become more relational and less formal, giving access to multiple forms of
teaching and learning. Pastors might encourage those in the community to meet in twos
and threes so as to encourage relationship learning at multiple levels in the community.

Even as postmodern churches enjoyed alternative ways of formation such as play,
narratives, and the Arts, they must ask themselves how it is they can be formed by the
truths of scripture and by their own tradition. In addition, the church might train how it is
that each Christian might grow with others into a learning community.

Frequently online, church spaces will be sites where everyday life and ancient wisdom
meet, and when each person learns directly from the other, avoiding institutional
intermediaries. Churches will work with empowered actors who have taken charge of their
own learning, not depending on any one institution to educate them, but designing what
they need, when they need it. Either face-to-face or online, pastors will create resources
for self-sufficient spiritual entrepreneurs. Pastors become whatever they need to be in
order to foster transformation in the lives of their followers. Networked teachers look to
plant seeds of spiritual genius in every member they meet.

CREATIVITY

CULTURAL CHANGES



2 H5 HFE#E 1

With the creation of the secular realm in modernity, humans became fearful to live in a
world without God. Because of its own separation from God, humans sought to control
everything, remove all mystery, plan for everything. Creativity, the arts, like religion,
became suspect. The printed word was venerated; any other type of representation was
relegated to the private realm.

Always a subculture within the modern world, the postmodern became more prominent in
the 1960s. The linearity of modernity came into question and other voices, other ideas,
and other practices began to be expressed. As a response to the linearity of culture, the
chaos of unpredictability, creativity, emerged. With the demise of modernity, creativity
could begin to flourish as it once had.

In the culture of the Global Information Culture, the arts became digitized — everything was
reduced to Os and 1s. The cost of producing digital media dropped significantly, granting
digital creation tools to the masses. Those with some talent might expand their reach
globally, while others with local talent might be diminished (in terms of social capital) by
global access.

CULTURAL CHANGES IN THE CHURCH

The Catholic Church with its traditions, mysteries, and arts was relegated to history as
Protestant peoples created communities around the printed Word. Protestants moved the
altar to the side to make room for the pulpit and rationalized the communion elements,
citing their symbolic value only. Any practice that wasn'’t logically deduced from abstract
principles was devalued in churches, hence all traditions were suspect. For Protestants, if
it wasn't found in the Word of God, it was likely to be removed from Christian life.

In postmodern churches, the arts and mystery return. Experiences are welcome, as are
the different expressions of local people. Often the service itself is a singular creative
expression, involving the entire community in its creation, perhaps as a monthly event.

With churches in Global Information Culture, many people create beautifully inspiring
works from around the world. Each Christian has the opportunity to include these beautiful
works as part of the church they create for themselves. Moreover, each Christian is
encouraged to contribute some sort of creative new media to one of their networks.

WAYS FOR CHURCH TO REMOVE FORMALISM

Modern churches, with linear church services, might alter their structure to include various
non-linear, creative events, all in their proper place and in order. Art might be displayed in
different places at different points in the year; Stations of the Cross and other experiential
creative experiences might be included at times, provided it does not distract from the
printed Word.

Postmodern churches that celebrate creativity may look to foster creativity not only for
artists but also for everyone. They will learn that to be creative is a way to birth God's work
into the world. God's creativity might be expressed in what we write or in the art we
develop, or it can be in what we build, what we film, what we sing. It is allowing what is not
yet visible or even understandable to work through us.

Through resources online and off, Christians would learn how to be a recipient of God's
creativity flowing through them. They will be trained to celebrate change as God giving
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birth in the world, something to be celebrated. People would be helped in living within the
flow of creativity. The church platform would host a space for spiritual entrepreneurs. The
goal is, in each church event, that the member will move from a participant to a creator to
a social transformer.

PURPOSE
CULTURAL CHANGES

With Brahe, Copernicus, Newton, and others, science destabilized human's place in the
world. With the loss of the Ptolemaic view of the universe, modern people lost their
overarching worldview and purpose. The earth was no longer at the center of the universe,
and God no longer saw humans as center of his attention. In the late 19th century, science
and religion separated. Into the 20th century, science continued to discover many marvels
in addition to evolution, such as a 13.7 billion year universe and quantum mechanics. The
universe became ever more strange to our common sense notions of how the universe
worked and our place it in.

The postmodern deconstructed purpose as one more metanarrative that needed to be
discarded. In a postmodern world, there is no purpose. One element within GIC is that
human purpose in the next generation is the transition to techno sapiens. Another purpose
in GIC is the ongoing task to teach the globally connected web how to think.

PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION (HOMAGQO) HUMILITY
CULTURAL CHANGES IN THE CHURCH

Christians lost their sense of purpose when they no longer lived at the center of the
universe. The Biblical stories seemed to lose their plausibility outside of the sacred realm,
and scientists and the people of faith grew distant. Those Christians who were scientists
had to live two lives. Fundamentalists stood against an old earth and an evolving universe,
and those who did not disagree with science were considered liberal. The division between
the church and those outside the faith grew as the church rejected the sciences.
Christian's sense of purpose became disembodied as they considered the world secular
and beyond redemption.

Postmodern Christians are of two minds - some do not adhere to any large narrative of
purpose - Christian life is about living the present moment with an apophatic God. Other
postmodern Christians celebrate an evolutionary universe, and therefore their sense of
purpose is tied its continual advancement. Christian participation in an evolutionary
universe involves moving it forward, making the world more authentically Christian, to see
Christ arise in the world's peoples.

In a technological universe, Christians go to Google rather than to their pastors to get
advice about ultimate issues. It is the algorithm that helps and imparts answers. If they
have found a mentor or teacher in their network adept at discerning purpose, then that
process becomes part of their Christian formation.

WAYS FOR CHURCH TO REMOVE FORMALISM

Churches would do well to help each person get in touch with his or her own sense of
purpose, to receive an understanding as to the ‘why’ of their existence, perhaps building
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on Scripture. Moreover, leaders might help each one inventory his or her own talents,
skills, and abilities. Having understood his or her life purpose, church might be a place
where each one becomes more productive not only at church, but perhaps, beyond in the
"secular" world.

Postmodern churches might work with the idea that even when one has deconstructed all
metanarratives, that it is still possible for Christians to lead purposeful lives. With
evolutionary postmodern Christians, purpose is celebrated and deeply understood. They
believe that they are to help move evolution forward to its fulfillment in Christ - in fact
evolution itself is Love, the Son, the Christ, making all things new in creation, the very
Word made flesh.

Churches would do well to make as many resources and online venues available for
networked Christians to find their purpose, to be equipped to carry their sense of purpose
into all of their various networks.

COMMUNITY (AND RISE OF INDIVIDUAL)
CULTURAL CHANGES

The rise of modernity represents the rise of the individual in society. Leaving family,
community and tradition, the sovereign individual of modernity becomes more committed
to the state, to the workplace, and to the larger commitments required in society.

In postmodernity, one comes to choose their own life path — constructing their own self,
designing their own community, and cultural practices.

In Global Information Culture, the individual becomes hyper-connected with family and
peers from the time they receive their first cell phone. They pull to themselves all that they
want in designing their own life — they piece it together on their own. Each one chooses
the many networks one is part of — they divide the various parts of themselves amongst
their many networks — they might have a Facebook self, a twitter self, various hobby
selves, a learning self, a work self, and a relational self.

CULTURAL CHANGES IN THE CHURCH

With the printing of the Bible, church attendance became less important. The rise of
individualism made church less essential for the individual Christian's life, as person now
had the written word in their possession. The individual’s experience of God ceased to
necessitate church attendance.

With an empowered individual in postmodernity, he or she pulls from church what it is they
need to fulfill their own individual spiritual journey. Postmodern people create their own
practice of spirituality, pulling from various sources. The church, for the individual seeker,
is a set of pieces from which to construct a spiritual life. There is the Sunday morning
piece, the Sunday night piece, the Bible study piece, the mission outreach piece, etc. etc.

Because of the nature of groups, people are not feeling connected to congregations but to
particular people in those congregations. They might feel very connected to a worship
leader or to a pastor, or to a small group leader or to a group of friends. But they are not
tied to the Methodist denomination or to Cornerstone fellowship, generally. It is to
particular people in that fellowship, and if those relationships end for one reason or
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another, their commitment to that particular congregation might be ending as well.
Individuals are no longer members of a local church but of the global church. They draw
from the global church to find their pastors, their mentors, your teachers, and their
experiences.

WAYS FOR CHURCH TO REMOVE FORMALISM

Evangelicals often do it all on their own. They have spiritual lives that they created for
themselves. What would be helpful for these modern Christians is to help them see other
options beyond going solo - to offer to them, through the church, a multitude of small
groups that will offer them various layers of support.

Churches must put front and center the different people that might serve as postmodern
resources for their spiritual journey. That each one needs mentors and content creators
from which to assemble their artistic, embodied, creative way of life. Each postmodern
Christian needs to see that they are better off with other Christians than solely on their
own.

Church leaders would do well to let go of a one-size-fits-all for their church community, as
their many church activities will indeed be broken up into smaller chunks by the DIYers
themselves. Leaders need not try to force their members to come to all their particular
events, but simply be aware that our many events and activities are elements that each
Christian uses to construct their own spiritual life. To remain viable, churches must have
pastors, teachers, and leaders, to create resources, practices, activities, and experiences
for individuals to actually practice.

The individual Christian in many ways will remix a leader’s resources. What was intended
to be a sermon might become a bible study, what was a blog post might become an
individual devotion. A public worship service might become something to be shared with
co-workers.

They must not feel obligated to go to the entirety of any single church’s events, unless that
is what they are truly choosing to do. An existing church structure might work like a fithess
studio — classes can be taken in any order, any sequence, by anybody — there is singular
main meeting that all go to. Yes, churches may have main meetings, but people in small
groups might go to another churches main meeting, and leaders need to be ok with hybrid
membership of this sort. If not, the leader will not only lose the other congregation's
people, but their own as well. Each individual’s “church” will be unique, meaning that what
they create as church will look very different than everyone else’s. Church might consist of
gatherings of twos and threes, or tens and thousands, as each one connects to the body
of Christ.

PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION
CULTURAL CHANGES
In modernity, God was the clockmaker, getting things going. With God so far away,
humans felt the need to control things, make things work in a systematic way to give them
a level of security. There was no longer any mystery to things; humans sought to work out

human affairs on their own. Humans believed in the God of the Gaps - everything we
didn't understand was God. For a small minority of people, another response to the
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absent God was a move to a personal experience of the numinous, but for most, we lived
in a mechanized universe.

Postmodernity involved the inclusion of those spiritualities not governed by Western
institutions. In addition, any practice that worked without the sacred/secular split made
sense to postmodern people. It follows that non-western practices of direct experience with
God and/or ultimate reality were celebrated.

Each one creates their own spiritual life from the many networks they join. Each person
creates their own form of spirituality as they put together the many pieces of their own
lives. The spiritual life within Global Information Culture is quite an eclectic mix, as the
Web opens up the possibility for many types of experiences and traditions, as each one
creates their unique way of life.

CULTURAL CHANGES IN THE CHURCH

Science continued to reveal great mysteries of the world, but Christians clung to
descriptions of God and earth that were hundreds if not thousands of years old. For many
in modernity, devotional practices, revivals, and the Protestant Work Ethic characterized
their experience with God. Working within the rubric of the sacred/secular split, God was
utterly other and transcendent, and worthy to be worshipped from afar, in our cordoned off
churches. In modernity, the sacred was also located in the human heart, and so God could
be experienced there, in very special circumstances. God was not to be found in the things
of this world.

Postmodern churches celebrated direct experience with God; for some it was direct
experience with an unnamed ultimate. God was to be experienced through material reality,
not in spite of material reality. God was to be found in nature, in the built environment, in
other people, and in various traditions. Each person chose their own holy places by
crafting their own expression of religion. Postmodern churches tended to be quite few in
number, as most churches in the West are either traditional or modern and find the
postmodern to be too large of a cultural leap to make.

Individual Christians in the GIC might lean into a local congregation for several of the
elements of their spiritual life map, but chances are they are already relying on Christian
resources, people, and experiences from around the world. They will survey the world
(both historically and contemporaneously) to create their own personal rule of life. Direct
experience of God is the arbiter of whether a practice gets added to their rule. Not only has
the church been relegated to a single network among many for the individual, but the
church's activities have been dismantled as well. The individual may choose one from this
church, one from another, one from online. Each Christian might be part of many subsets
of Christian practices, as different levels of engagement with different networks. Each
Christian will mix and match what they see of value from each church community and what
they see of value from others.

WAYS FOR CHURCH TO REMOVE FORMALISM

Evangelical churches are modern (culturally) churches that focus on individual experience;
churches have had this particular focus for hundreds of years. Some ways to move
forward would be move outside the truncated view of culture, beyond the sacred/secular
split. Evangelicals might begin to see everyday life through spiritual lenses, to see God
through others, in other people and cultures. For evangelicals, the material world is
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profane, and modern churches would do well to help them move beyond the
sacred/secular dyad.

Churches must offer compelling items for the individual’s spiritual journey. If what church
has is difficult for the individual to pull in, they will not participate. For many postmodern
people, material reality is a friend, so leaders can create lessons where God might
communicate through these material objects.

GIC churches construct immersive activities for Christians, not only in physical church
buildings (where it typically is not immersive) to their times with the mediated Christian
community, i.e. “the space of flows”. In Christians getting together for spiritual experience,
they might simply “hang out” together, i.e. be relational with others. Or, they may begin to
learn things through search, and visiting a myriad of websites. Or beyond that, they might
create and collaborate with others as in video games, projects, or immersive encounters of
one kind or another. With these spiritual experiences, it is a seamless process from lurker
to participant to geek. All of these Christian opportunities exist as church for these
Christians, even with these people they never meet face to face.

AN AUTHENTIC LIFE IN THE WORLD

What are the consequences of those who have received training from their churches to
live an authentic life beyond formalism? For those Christians who have wisely discerned
what aspects of modern, postmodern, and global information culture to keep and what to
discard, hopefully, what we might see are the following characteristics among the seven
categories discussed.

GROUND OF BEING (INFINITE)

In the various networks our church members are a part, they will see that in God, all is
connected. Nothing is separate in God. In each network, they will see that God is there —
there is no secular. Each person will pray: How do I give of myself entirely to God and
each person here, in this space, in this time? | am God’s person here. God dances through
me here. If it is a writing network, God writes through me. If it is a family network, God lives
as a son or a daughter through me, as a brother or sister, as a father or mother. Itis a
complete yielding to God in this network. In some networks, | might be alive and free,
others | might contract, be less of myself, be less empowered by God. What are the
consequences of our churches making this shift to seeing us connected with God and with
one another in our social networks? These experienced Christian practitioners will live with
the understanding that they are expressing the infinite in a finite way. The church platform
enabled them to connect with the deepest part of their being and now they live from that
generative space.

SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION (LOVE)

These practitioners work with unlimited Love flowing through them. They will see
themselves as expressing the very heart of the universe, as the hands and feet of Love
itself. These practitioners are seasoned at loving from an overflowing source within, and
thus, their lives are channeled towards service. What they have they give away: they serve
others with all that they learn, and they frequently use their knowledge, skills, and abilities
in the service of Love.
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In their networks, each one might learn to love his or her enemies — love the other, not of
their own family, but as their very self. They might tell them their personal stories, and
listen to everyone else's. The Christian might offer mercy, forgiveness, generosity — or
simply relationship. They might practice speaking up for the least of these, and how to
steward creation in the midst of all this. They might learn to dialogue and understand those
very different from myself. They might serve people in each network, to look for union, to
look for coming together, to look for overcoming difference.

In each network, these Christians might work to see it governed by love. They would
model love, and it can, like a virus, spread throughout the network. They can’t personally
rule the network in love, i.e. they cannot coerce love, but they can live it in the network. In
each network the Christian looks for peace. They pursue forgiveness and love. In each
they need training as peacemakers, finding those who can bring people together,
reconciliation.

In each network, they look to give more than we receive. They look to be the generosity of
God, be Gods hands and feet — be God in that network.

They learn generosity at church as we learn to love each other. In each network, they point
out the special gifts, callings, and God-given dispositions off the other. They affirm their
love, their forgiveness, where God clearly is working through.

ACCOUNTABILITY (LOSS OF RELATIONAL LEARNING)

Having already made relationship with their mentors, teachers, and their various meetings
of which they are a part, each Christian will secure an ongoing source of teaching for their
alone time (or away from other Christians time). These might take form of microbursts of
learning - one-minute interventions throughout the day. As a daily habit, networked
Christians will continue to grow in the faith by learning for themselves.

CREATIVITY

The general public typically does not have access to people through whom creativity is
birthed, fostered, developed, and accelerated. People need to see people who
demonstrate that human creativity is just a part of God’s creativity. People need to see,
through others, that their own spiritual progress might be without limit. They do not see
themselves as participating in God’s creative purpose nor do they see purpose in the
universe, but with Christians living into a different reality in their presence, they might be
able to hope for something new. Creative Christians must be ready to teach those outside
the faith how to be creative, i.e. to let Creativity flow through them into the world.

PURPOSE

As these Christians live their lives in many networks, they experience their sense of
purpose flowing from the heart of Purpose itself. As a trained disposition, they experience
joy, living in alignment with their own knowledge, skills, and abilities and with the direction
of the universe itself. They lead productive and focused lives because their work is rooted
in Purpose. This is so important, because they are living in many networks doing many
different things, and there is little to give them coherence in these many spheres. If they
understand their purpose in God, then that can guide them in these many spaces. These
purposeful lives, publicly lived, are compelling, and they may attract others to inquire as to
how they might receive purpose. These purposeful Christians must be prepared to tell their
story.
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COMMUNITY (AND RISE OF INDIVIDUAL)

Churches must have already embodied their message in each individual in such a way
that each one extends “church” into each of their many networks. Each member might
express their message in appropriate ways in each network, whether that is online, offline,
in media objects, people, resources, and contexts. Drawing on the many elements of
churches, locally and globally, individual Christians must choose what resources from the
church they need to fulfill their particular calling in their many networks, and to love God
and others unconditionally in those same networks. For individuals who live in the formerly
secular realm, their task is to find their life coaches, find their teachers, and to find their
peers (church)... For individuals as they create their own church, they must find the
resources they need to stay faithful. They will need to find those who can help them
discern their call, their rule of life, and what it is they need to sustain faithful living.

For individual Christians, they will to create a plan for all the transferable (character) skills
of Christianity — not an option. They are to find mentors who can show them how to love
others, how to live with purpose, how to learn, what meetings they will need to be a part of,
and the constant source of micro-drips they will need to be sustained.

PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION

Christians must surrender themselves, stay in the present, while connecting to the whole
of reality through their many networks. People do not typically know how to grow morally
and spiritually, and people are often blocked from experiencing their true selves because
of egotism. Many people believe their view of God is the right one and that everyone else
is wrong. People also see themselves as discrete and separate, thus enabling a singular
us/them mentality towards the world, buttressing egotism. Moreover, because of egotism,
people cannot achieve a greater capacity to learn, as they are already filled. Christians are
to model the opposite in their networks, to show another type of world is possible, where
we maintain a humble view before God, one of surrender. Christians are to pray that God
will create through them, that God will show them how to transfigure all that happen there.
That God will show them how to love in the network, that it can be a new type of logic
there. Christians will see God as partner, as co-creator, in their various networks.

CONCLUSION

The church needs to remove the formalisms to see Christianity set free in our era — to see
ourselves set free to be salt and light. Having looked at these seven practices from the
Harvard study in light of modernity, postmodernity, and global information culture, we see
the many ways that churches have adopted life-giving aspects of culture, only to
perpetuate those practices long after the vitality of that culture ceased.

Following Jesus’ example, we need to let go of these cultural accretions, these formalisms,
to be salt and light in the world. If the church will let go of the past, and walk into the future
with Christ, we will be a source of life to those around us, and our lives will be born again.

God, may we shed the formalism in our lives, that which in former times was led by you, to

find you again in the present moment, in your present calling, to those around us, today.
Amen.
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How can we start again? Centurial Vision for Post-disaster Japan
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The 5th Great East Japan Earthquake International Theological Symposium
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Removing “Kamishimo” (Shedding Formalism), Becoming Authentic Christians:

Salt of the Earth, Light of the World
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